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BuT iT was noT all hard 
slog. we also had TiMe To 
look around havana. 
dr. ricardo Machado jardo 
Took us on a Tour of 
The ciTy, recounTing iTs 
hisTory, evoluTion 
and currenT sTaTus.

finally, we Took a Trip 
To The ciTy of Trinidad, 
locaTed To The souTh of 
The province of sancTi 
spíriTus, where cujae 
lecTurers inTroduced The 
sTudenTs To exaMples of 
cuBan archiTecTure which 
had Been rehaBiliTaTed 
along The lines of whaT 
They had in Mind for old 
havana. The villa de la 
sanTísiMa Trinidad was 
The Third cuBan Town 
founded By The spanish 
crown, in This case By 
The pioneer 
diego velázquez 
de cuéllar in early 1514.
The Town soon flourished 
and BecaMe one 
of The MosT prosperous 
seTTleMenTs on The island.
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On 23 April 2012 i left MAdrid fOr HAvAnA in tHe cOMpAny Of eigHt students frOM tHe upM’s university cOllege Of 
ArcHitecturAl tecHnOlOgy. tHe students’ finAl-yeAr prOject wAs tO reMOdel twO buildings, 204 ObrApíA street And 
214 san ignacio sTreeT, righT in The cenTre of old havana, declared a unesco world heriTage siTe in 1982.  
we were received in The cuBan capiTal By ricardo Machado jardo, a lecTurer aT The school of archiTecTure, 
cujAe (jOsé AntOniO ecHevArriA pOlytecHnic), And MeMber Of HAvAnA city HistOriAn’s Office.
The eighT sTudenTs (ana, María, carlos pascual, ruBén, carlos orihuel, Mercedes, adrián and javier) were divided inTo 
Two groups and Tasked wiTh Measuring and phoTographing The Buildings in order To draw up Building plans, crack and daMp 
surveys, eTc.

The sTudenTs showed Me The fronT views of The oBrapía sTreeT Building Before and afTer The reModelling projecT. 
Model 1 is The fronT view of The Building Before rehaBiliTaTion, and Model 2 is The fronT view of The saMe Building 
afTer renovaTion.

while They were Taking noTes on The sTaTe of The 
Buildings, They realized ThaT noT a BiT of space was 
wasTed, and They ofTen caMe across living quarTers To 
which a Mezzanine (second floor) had Been added 
To douBle The living space. in havana These 
Mezzanines are called BarBacoas, as They are 
BuilT wiTh all sorTs of MaTerials, ranging froM 
wood and Board To concreTe and MeTal sTrucTures.

The sTreeTs were narrow and The Buildings Tall, Making iT 
really hard To phoTograph The façades froM sTreeT level: 
The angles were wrong and They could noT capTure all The 
deTails.
The sTudenTs decided ThaT The BesT Thing would Be To Try 
To gain access To The surrounding Buildings and see if They 
could geT BeTTer shoTs froM The roofTops.

ana, ruBén, carlos pascual and María were responsiBle for The oBrapía sTreeT Building, which, in view of iTs proxiMiTy 
To san geróniMo de la haBana universiTy college, locaTed only a Block away on oBispo sTreeT, They were To converT 
inTo a hall of residence for sTudenTs.

MODEL 1 MODEL 2

BuT The sTairways were 
unsafe. if we Missed our 
fooTing, we would Be in 

real TrouBle.
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